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IRON MOUNTAIN - Wilhelmina Elizabeth Marie Johnson, 89, of Iron
Mountain, died Saturday, Feb. 7, 2009, at Dickinson County Memorial
Hospital. 

 

Wilhelmina was born on Sept. 28, 1919, in Alpha, daughter of the late Emil
and Emma Louise (Manke) Mallek. She graduated from Kingsford High
School in 1937. 

 

She married Loren Argyle Johnson in July 1940, and he preceded her in
death on Jan. 5, 1989. 

 

Wilhelmina was a 4-H leader for more than 40 years, and she participated in
4-H and Family Camp periods at Sawyer Lake Camp Molinare. She also was
superintendent of 4-H and arts and crafts departments in the exhibition
building at the Dickinson County Fair. She worked for MSU Extension for 15
years in the Family Living Program as an aide to low income families in
Dickinson County and the surrounding area. 

 

She served on LCW and WELCA Synodical Boards of the Northern Great
Lakes Synod as secretary and district president, was a chairperson on the
Mission Action Committee, and conducted the annual drive for family choice
TV on the April 5 Tune Out Violence Day Project. 



She was a member of Our Saviour's Lutheran Church, serving as the
women's group secretary and president. She was leader of Ruth Circle and
often presented at Bible study. Wilhelmina was a member and former leader
of OWLS, a group for senior members of the church. She conducted "Willy's
Tours" for several years, organizing one day bus tours for seniors and the
general public to fun and interesting places. 

 

In 1993, Wilhelmina was chosen as Dickinson County First Lady. 
 

She loved demonstrating and teaching crafts of all kinds to people of all ages,
especially at Sawyer Lake Camp Molinare's R & R Camp (overnight Rest and
Recreation for adults). 

 

Wilhelmina is survived by her sons, Loren William (Kathy) Johnson of Putnam,
Conn., Iver Dean (Lois) Johnson of Woonsocket, R.I., and Robert Lee
Johnson of Iron Mountain; daughters, Wilhelmina "Billie" Marie (S. Walt)
McCandless of Virginia Beach, Va., Jan Louise (Mark) Coleman of St. George,
Utah, and Kathy Lynn (Mark) Ellis of Quinnesec; 10 grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; sister, Gretchen Emma Gardner of Thermal, Calif. and
numerous local and out-of-state nieces and nephews. 

 

She was preceded in death by a grandson, Christopher McCandless. 
 

Visitation will be Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at Our Saviour's
Lutheran Church in Iron Mountain. 

 

The funeral service will follow Wednesday at 12 noon at the church. Rev. Lee
Liverance will officiate. 

 

Burial will be in the Niagara Cemetery. 



Condolences to the family of Wilhelmina Johnson can be expressed online at
www.ernashfuneralhomes.com 

 

The family has entrusted the Erickson-Rochon & Nash Funeral Home of Iron
Mountain with the funeral arrangements.
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Terri (Pivatto) Selvey - Crystal Falls, MI - Knew family - September 11, 2012 at
12:00 AM

I don't know if any of the family will receive this late message or not.
I grew up, literally, in a saddle of one the horses at the stable since I
was 3 years old. Loren, Jr. taught me to ride. Iver, Loren, Billie, and
Bobbie, had endless patience with me. My parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Pivatto, used to drop me off and go on their way and bring back
malts for everyone. As I am now 60 years old, the memories of
those days, and in particular a Tennesssee Walker mare named
Gayetta, flood my dreams. I would love to know where everyone is.
Many condolences for your parents, I really loved your Dad. 

 He was very good to me, as you all were.

Roxanne Ottinger - February 12, 2009 at 12:00 AM

To the family of Toots (Willy) Johnson, she was a really great lady
and my parents and will miss her very much. She taught my mom
and I how to make homemade Ravs and that we will miss very
much. Ron and Mary Cook send their condolences also (my
parents). We knew Willy when she was married to Loren and
everyone called him Tick Tock cause of him always working on
clocks, we were known to her as Street Sweeper, Duster and Little
One on the CB Radio. She will always be in our hearts and will be
sadly missed by everyone. Sorry we couldn't make it to the funeral,
but we send our great sympahty to you all.
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Roxanne Ottinger - February 12, 2009 at 12:00 AM

To the family of Toots (Willy) Johnson, she was a really great lady
and my parents and I will miss her very much. She taught my mom
and I how to make homemade Ravs and that we will miss very
much. Ron and Mary Cook send their condolences also (my
parents). We knew Willy when she was married to Loren and
everyone called him Tick Tock cause of him always working on
clocks, we were known to her as Street Sweeper, Duster and Little
One on the CB Radio. She will always be in our hearts and will be
sadly missed by everyone. Sorry we couldn't make it to the funeral,
but we send our great sympahty to you all.

Kristin Leonard - February 10, 2009 at 12:00 AM

Our hearts and prayers go out to the entire family for their loss. I
have not met "Tootsie" but I know that she will be missed greatly.
May she rest in peace and watch over everyone.


