Ward T. Alquist

April 7, 1919 - October 11, 2013

Ward T. Alquist, 94, of Iron Mountain, passed away peacefully on Friday,
October 11, 2013 after a brief illness at the Oscar G. Johnson VA Medical
Center. He was born on April 7, 1919 in Iron Mountain, the son of the late Axel
and Lillie (Hedlund) Alquist.

He was a 1936 graduate of Iron Mountain High School and after graduation
attended New Mexico State in Silver City, New Mexico. Ward enlisted in the
New Mexico National Guard in the 111th Calvary Regiment. This was one of
the last horse mounted regiments. The 111th was re-designated the 200th
Coast Artillery in 1941. He went on to enter the United States Army and
become an Aviation Cadet. Ward furthered his military service and entered the
United States Marine Corp on Oct. 30, 1941. He then completed officers
training in Quantico, Virginia among our country's highest and best trained
officers. His military career led him to the South Pacific during World War I
with the 1st Marine division. First Lieutenant Ward Alquist was honored with
numerous gold and bronze stars for his skill and courage and was authorized
to wear the combat "V" for combat heroism.

After the war, Ward furthered his education at the University of Michigan,
graduating in 1947. He then returned home to Iron Mountain where he met
and married his loving wife LaVaughn Markell on Sept. 25, 1948 at Trinity
United Methodist Church in Iron Mountain. Together they raised three children



Rand, Brian, and Alison.

Ward co-owned the Markell Roofing company for over forty years. He was a
past president and founding member of the Dickinson County Community
Theatre directing and performing in a great number of theatre productions.

He was also a 45 year board member at the Iron Mountain-Kingsford
Community Federal Credit Union and had served on the Iron Mountain School
Board. Ward was a current member of the Uren-Cooper-Johnson American
Legion Post #50 and an active member of Trinity United Methodist Church. He
was a former member of Pine Grove Country Club.

Ward was a loving family man and a well-respected citizen of our community.
He was highly regarded as a gentleman who thoughtfully greeted everyone
with a warm smile and sincere handshake.

Ward leaves behind his eldest son Rand (Lori) Alquist, his daughter Alison
(Tom) Rae, daughter-in-law Julie Alquist , sister Dorothy Johnson,
grandchildren JoAnna (Jon) Blomberg, Elisabeth, Jared, Christen, Miles,
Joshua, Moriah, Daniel, and Ryan Alquist, and two step grandsons Nick and
Garrett TeKampe. He also leaves behind his sisters in law Lona (Phil)
Crispigna and Sandy Markell; his brother-in-law Robert (Ann) Markell, and
several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his loving wife of 64 years, LaVaughn, son Dr.
Brian Alquist, daughter-in-law Laurie Mayer Alquist, brother Kenneth Alquist,
brothers-in-law Lloyd Johnson and Leighton Markell, and mother and father-
in-law Fern and Gail Markell.

Visitation will be Friday from 10am-1pm at Trinity United Methodist Church.
Funeral services will be at 1pm at the church. Rev. Paul Mallory will officiate.



Burial will be in Cemetery Park. Graveside Military rites will be accorded by
the Uren-Cooper-Johnson American Legion Post #50.

Condolences to the family of Ward T. Alquist can be expressed online at www.
ernashfuneralhomes.com

The Erickson-Rochon & Nash Funeral Home is assisting the family with

arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Cemetery Park

101 Cedar Ave.
Iron Mountain, Ml 49801

Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 18. 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Trinity United Methodist Church
808 Carpenter Ave.
Iron Mountain, Ml 49801

Funeral Service

OCT 18. 1:00 PM (CT)

Trinity United Methodist Church
808 Carpenter Ave.
Iron Mountain, MI 49801



Tribute Wall

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Ward T. Alquist.

March 12, 2021 at 10:15 PM

To Rand and Allison and all the wonderful people associated with
the Alquist family. | am so deeply sorry to first hear of your mothers
passing and now your father. They were such wonderful people that
gave young people the chance to entertain. You have been blessed
by the best parents.

When | was in IM this summer | shared a DVD with good friends of
our reel to reel recording of the Ravells at NMU. Everyone was
impressed. Love Mickey Heric

James Mickey Heric - October 16, 2013 at 06:51 PM

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Ward T. Alquist.

October 16, 2013 at 02:05 PM


https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Rand, Allison,
Your Dad was a wonderful man. He will be sadly missed by all.
Please know that you both are in our thoughts and prayers.

David Alquist - October 16, 2013 at 02:01 PM



