
Vivian "Viva" Carlson
April 9, 1926 - July 17, 2019

Vivian “Viva” M. Carlson 
 93, of Kingsford, passed away peacefully surrounded by her loving family on

July 17, 2019 at Evergreen Assisted Living in Kingsford. Viva was born on
April 9, 1926 in Ann Arbor, Michigan, daughter of the late Carl and Vivian
(Scadden) Miller. She has been a lifelong resident of this area and was a 1944
graduate of Iron Mountain High School. Viva continued her education at
Wellesley College. She became a teacher and loved learning throughout her
life. Viva married Waldo B. Carlson on August 6, 1949 in Iron Mountain.
Together they raised their family and operated the Miller Insurance Agency in
Iron Mountain. 

 Viva was a member of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Iron Mountain. Over
the years she has been active in the community, serving on the Dickinson
County Hospital League and Camp Fire Girls leader. She was also involved
with her Friday Study Club and served as secretary of the Wellesley College
Class of 1948. Viva was an avid reader and a self trained naturalist and Upper
Peninsula historian. She loved to travel and had visited many locations in the
United States and abroad. Most of all, Viva loved to spend time with her
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. She cherished the holidays
and family gatherings. 

 In addition to her parents, Viva was preceded in death by her husband, Waldo
in 1982, her sister, Nancy Miller in 1940 and her granddaughter, Meggan
Eiben in 1991. 



Viva is survived by her children, Via (Gary) Thomas of Iron Mountain, Dr. Toby
(Michelle) Carlson of Breitung Twp., Melissa (Dr. Carl) Eiben of Marquette,
Creston (Marc Mogan) Carlson of Breitung Twp. and Alix (Curt Brzezinski)
Carlson of New Berlin, WI.; grandchildren, Robin (Carl) Larsson, Annie
(Anthony) Santoni, Meredith (Matt) Pipp, Seth (Amy) Carlson, Leah Carlson,
Christopher Carlson, Erich Eiben and Linnea Eiben; great grandchildren, Isla,
Eden, Marco, Matteo, Sophie and Jack. 

 Private family memorial services will be held at a later date. 
 In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in her memory to: OSF Hospice,

Bay Cliff Health Camp, U.P. Caring for Diabetes, The Meggan Eiben Memorial
Scholarship or the Almost Home Animal Shelter. 

 Condolences to the family of Viva Carlson may be expressed online at www.er
nashfunerahomes.com 

 The family has entrusted the Erickson-Rochon & Nash Funeral Home with the
arrangements.
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Kitti Colassacco - July 22, 2019 at 05:21 PM

Dear Melissa and Family, I was so sorry to read about your mother's
death. She was a classmate of my dad and knew both of my
parents. She was a lovely person that I enjoyed visiting with during
my mother's stay at Victorian Pines. Thinking of you and sending
our sincerest sympathy. Kitti Costa Colassacco


