Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten

June 17, 1982 - June 2, 2021

Kenneth A. “Kenny” Kasten, 38, of Breitung Township passed away peacefully
on June 2, 2021, at the Oscar G. Johnson VA Medical Center in Iron Mountain
with his wife at his side. Kenny had fiercely battled Spindle Cell Sarcoma for
the last 21 months.

Kenny was born on June 17, 1982, in Loveland, Colorado to Lucinda and
Kenneth L. Kasten. Kenny’s parents were originally from the area and moved
their family back to Iron Mountain in 1994. Kenny graduated from Kingsford
High School in 2000. Following graduation Kenny enlisted in the Army
National Guard as a military police officer. Kenny served tours in Germany,
Kuwait, Iraq, and Louisiana for Hurricane Katrina. Kenny was a natural leader;
his attention to details and organization made him an excellent team leader.
He was honorably discharged in 2006 after 6 years of dedicated service.

Between deployments Kenny attended Northern Michigan University,
graduating in 2007 with a Bachelor’s degree in Construction Management and
a minor in Business. Kenny began his career in construction management
with the Boldt Company in Appleton, Wisconsin. Kenny’s heart was always in
the UP, so in 2016 he accepted a job with Gundlach Champion Inc. where he
was currently employed.

On September 13, 2008, Kenny was united in marriage to Natalie Harper in



Iron Mountain. They first settled in Appleton, Wisconsin. Kenny was an
amazing father to his three young children. Relocating his family to the UP in
2016 was a dream come true for Kenny. An avid and skilled outdoors man he
loved to be in the woods or on the water. Hunting trips to Canada and
Wyoming brought many great memories and his prized elk mount. Kenny was
also a skilled builder. He always had a detailed plan in place and brought it to
life on budget. He first built a camp in Channing, Michigan, then a few years
later, he built his family a forever home in 2019.

In September 2019 Kenny was diagnosed with a rare aggressive cancer.
Seven surgeries, radiation and chemotherapy followed. Kenny fought like the
warrior he was, never giving up until his very last breath. Kenny’s resilience
and fighting spirit was an inspiration to all who knew him. His Kenny’s Crew
community provided so much support for Kenny and his family. It was evident
that he was very loved and respected.

Kenny was preceded in death by his grandparents Henry Kasten, Gertrude
Smithson, Ben Smithson, and Laverne Maes, Uncle Terry Berger, Aunt Lyn
Stebbins-Weaver, Uncle Dan Weaver, and many other extended family
members.

Left to cherish his memory are his loving wife of 12 years, Natalie; two sons,
Henry and Oliver, and his daughter, Ella, all at home; his beloved hunting dog,
Gunner, and the dog he never wanted but grew to tolerate, Rowdy; his
parents, Lucinda Kasten and Kenneth L. Kasten; brother, Cory Kasten;
grandfather, Gene Berger; special cousin and friend, Michael (Brianna)
Stebbins; Uncle Tony (Missy) Berger and Uncle Steve (Heather) Smithson;
Aunt Gayle (Ed) Gorman; Mothers-in-law and fathers-in-law, Pamla and
Derrick Tyner and Mike and Wendy Harper; brothers-in-law, CJ (Jalessa)
Harper, Nathan Harper, and Jonathan (Berta) Tyner; nieces, Scarlett and Lily
and special niece and goddaughter, Haylee Kasten; nephews, Derrick James,



Alden, Leland, and Louie; many extended cousins and relatives; life-long best
friend, Jon Cvengros and his family; along with his special group of friends
and their families-too many to name.

A special Thank You to Dr. David Poetker, Dr. Nathan Zwagerman, Dr. Joe
Zenga, Nurse Practitioner and friend Annie Schuette, Dr. San Hong, Dr. John
Charlston, the local oncology team of Dr. Gus Morel and Nurses Casey and
Erika, Kenny’s team at the VA: Jennifer O’Keefe, Shannon Suheski, Beth
Penagor and Selena Okler. Thank you to Nurses Nicole Mortl, Jill Johnson,
and Kimberly Vassar for helping to support Natalie in caring for him at home.
The hospice care staff on 4 east at the Iron Mountain VAMC will never be
forgotten. The care, compassion, and respect he was given will be forever a
wonderful memory in a difficult time. The support from family, friends, and the
community throughout his battle was nothing short of amazing.

“While our time was cut too short, the memories, growth and love from the last
17 years will live on. | promise to keep your legacy alive for our kids. | know
you will guide me while we navigate this world without you. I will miss our
inside jokes and being weirdos together. Rest easy KK, your battle is done.
The knowledge and strength you have instilled in me will get me through. You
have done so many good things in 38 years. | will always be so proud to be
your wife. | will love your guts forever.” - Natalie

“I will love you forever. | will never forget you even when | am an adult. | will
never stop doing the things you loved to do. | will help mom with all the things
you used to do. | will teach Oliver all the things you taught me. See you when |
get to heaven. | miss you now and | will miss you forever. | Love you Daddy.” —
Henry age 10

“I love you; | will never forget you even as the years pass by, and | grow up.



Love lasts longer than life. | love you more than mac and cheese.”- Ella age 8

‘I Love you, | never wanted you to pass away. Amen, | love you! Please love
Mommy, Henry, Ella and me forever ” Oliver age 5

A visitation will be held on Friday, June 11, from 2:00 until 5:00 PM at
Erickson-Rochon & Nash Funeral Home in Iron Mountain followed by a
memorial service at 5:00 PM. Rev. Michael March will officiate.

Condolences to the family of Kenneth A. Kasten may be expressed online at
www.ernashfuneralhomes.com

The family has entrusted the Erickson-Rochon & Nash Funeral Home of Iron
Mountain with the arrangements.
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mailto:nashfuneralhome@gmail.com
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/
mailto:nashfuneralhome@gmail.com
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/

Tribute Wall

| Choose to remember his infectious smile to honor him

Ed Gorman - June 22, 2021 at 08:47 AM

Words can't express what the family is going 'I‘
through. I'll just leave this memory of Kenny.

We were on our way to see Ben and of |
course | had lions stickers on our car. For u
whatever reason | looked over and there was

Kenny grining and showing something packer related. This is how |
choose to remember my nephew. His smile was infectious and is
how | choose to honor him.

Ed Gorman - June 22, 2021 at 08:45 AM

Condolence Snacks was purchased for the family
of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 12, 2021 at 01:24 AM

Starbucks Coffee Condolences was purchased
for the family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 12,2021 at 01:21 AM


https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4290&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4290&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4308&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4308&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

I've worked with Ken as a sub-contractor on many projects he
managed over the years and considered him a friend. Always
honest, fair, and a personality that made you wish you could always
work with him.

He will be sorely missed personally and in our construction business
community.

Many prayers to his family during these trying times.

Tim Cayer - June 11, 2021 at 12:48 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 11, 2021 at 08:59 AM

Delightful Dieffenbachia was purchased for the
family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 11, 2021 at 08:28 AM

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 10, 2021 at 04:07 PM


https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4378&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4378&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Kathy Langin and Family purchased the Lovely O 4
ne Spathiphyllum Plant for the family of Kenneth !
A. "Kenny" Kasten.

Kathy Langin and Family - June 10, 2021 at 12:59 PM

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of
Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 10, 2021 at 11:47 AM

Heartfelt Memories was purchased for the family
of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 10, 2021 at 11:20 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 10, 2021 at 10:12 AM


https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1430&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1430&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of
Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 10, 2021 at 09:39 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 09, 2021 at 11:09 PM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 09, 2021 at 05:55 PM

My heatrtfelt condolences—

May you find comfort and peace in treasured memories that live in
your hearts forever.

Diane McKinnon

Diane McKinnon - June 09, 2021 at 02:37 PM


https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 09, 2021 at 12:35 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 09, 2021 at 11:32 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 09, 2021 at 08:11 AM

When kenny graduated from high school, | made K- cereal bars, |
made a double batch. They where gone in less then a half of an
hour .he told me those were a favorite of his. Miss you kenny love

Auntie Gayle

Gayle Gorman - June 09, 2021 at 08:07 AM


https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 08, 2021 at 08:17 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 08, 2021 at 02:19 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 08, 2021 at 02:15 PM

Sweet Remembrance Spray was purchased for
the family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 08, 2021 at 09:48 AM


https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2998&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2998&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 08, 2021 at 05:50 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 07, 2021 at 09:36 PM

It was such a pleasure caring for Kenny t
during this difficult time. Your family is in my
thoughts and prayers. | am so sorry for your

loss§

Samantha Micheau - June 07, 2021 at 09:07 PM

With Distinction was purchased for the family of
Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 07, 2021 at 09:01 PM


https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1467&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1467&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Judy R Berger lit a candle in memory of S
Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten

Judy R Berger - June 07, 2021 at 08:36 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 07, 2021 at 06:16 PM

Mike and Mary Bjork purchased the Sweet Tende
rness for the family of Kenneth A. "Kenny"
Kasten.

Mike and Mary Bjork - June 07, 2021 at 06:10 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 07, 2021 at 05:56 PM


https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Kenneth A. "Kenny" Kasten.

June 07, 2021 at 05:36 PM


https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

