John "Doug" Elliott

August 19, 1924 - May 8, 2016

John D. "Doug" Elliot

91, of Iron Mountain, formerly of Lake Geneva passed away on May 8, 2016
in Norway, Ml at Evergreen Meadows Memory Care Center. Doug was born
August 19, 1924 in Oconto Falls, WI. He was the eldest son of Howard and
Alma (Rifenberg) Elliott. His descendants came to this country from England
in 1637. They lived in the New England Region before moving into New York
State. During the Civil War times they came to Wisconsin. His great-great
grandparents John and Almira Volk Founded his home town of Oconto Falls,
Wi

Doug graduated from Oconto Falls High School in 1942 and from the
University of Wisconsin, Madison in 1948. He had major in Journalism and
minor emphasis on language in both Spanish and Latin and minor in Political
Science. He also attended non-credited German Language classes at the
University of Heidelberg, Germany during the time he served in the Army of
Occupation in Germany.

He married Marion Steffen of Evansville, WI in Madison on July 14, 1945. She
later became a prominent artist in both the Milwaukee, Shorewood and Lake
Geneva areas. She worked in water colors, oils, plus numerous other medias.
She exhibited her painting for over 25 years and won numerous awards for
her works. Marion died of cancer in Milwaukee on December 28, 1971.

Doug was a member of Sigma Delta Chi Journalism fraternity, the Lake
Geneva Art Association, having served as president and also the Lake



Geneva Bicentennial Committee. He served in the 1970's on the Lake Geneva
Master Plan Update Committee; he established and conducted the efforts to
compile the permanent art collection for the Lake Geneva City Hall. He was a
member of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution and
also the General Society of the Mayflower Descendants. He had served on
the WI Business Council, Brown Deer, WI Beautification Committee,
Shorewood Men's Club and the Milwaukee Press Club. He had also served as
Secretary of the Lake Geneva Tree Board and Secretary of the Lake Geneva
Police/Fire Commission.

While in college he served on the University of Wisconsin, Madison UW
paper, the Cardinal. During his time in the Army from 1945-46 he served in
Europe as an Army newsman. He wrote for the 3rd Division Paper, "The Front
Line". He also wrote for Stars and Stripes and DANA the German/American
news agency. He was editor of the Lake Geneva Regional News from 1948-
1961. He then went to Milwaukee's North Shore to be editor of the five
weeklies papers and one monthly paper serving Shorewood, Whitefish Bay,
Fox Point, River Hills Bayside, Glendale, Brown Deer and Milwaukee's
Northeast side. He served as editor there from 1961- 1974, when he returned
to Lake Geneva to once again serve as editor of the Lake Geneva Regional
News. He retired in December of 2011. While serving as editor of the various
newspapers, those papers won many state and national awards. John
Douglas Elliot is listed in the Wisconsin State "Who's Who in the Midwest of
1974".

Doug enjoyed traveling and covered the United States from one end to the
other many times. He also had many collections and varied hobbies. He had a
great love for our feathered friends and his back yard and home reflected that
love. His home was known as the "Elliot Museum" and it was always a very
interesting place to visit. His gardens and flower beds were a source of great
personal pride.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Marion; his mother and father, Howard
P. and Alma (Rifenberg) Elliott; one sister, Ida Ann Schroeder; one brother,



William; one niece and one nephew.

He is survived by one brother, Howard (Barb) Elliott of Oconto Falls; a close
Nephew, Donald (Nathalie) Schroeder of Niagara, WI. Plus many other
nieces, nephews and grand nieces and nephews. He was loved by many and
will be remembered by his family members and numerous friends.

If you wish to remember Doug with a gift, please give a gift to the American
Cancer Society.

In accordance with Doug's wishes, there will be no formal funeral services, but
that each simply treasure the memories of the times shared with him.

His family wants to give a special thank you to Doctor McMahon, the
Dickinson Co. Hospital and staff who always were very kind and helpful.. We
also wish to thank Evergreen Meadows Memory Care Unit which became his
home. He felt secure and loved by each of you on the staff. Also, thank you to
Lisa who drove him to many appointments.

Condolences to the family of John Douglas Elliot may be expressed online at
www.ernashfuneralhomes.com

The family has entrusted the Erickson-Rochon & Nash Funeral Home and
Cremation Services with the Arrangements.
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Dear Don and the rest of Doug's family,

I am LuAnn Clausen (Penny Rasmussen's sister,) and I'd like to
share a few memories.

It will be 10 years ago tomorrow (May21, 2006) that Doug and my
Uncle Bud (Clarence) last visited us, as they did every spring for
several years, at our house in Cambridge, near Madison. | know the
date because | write it on my calendar every year so that | can
always remember. During these day long visits we shared a couple
drinks, lunch, talk, laughter, and a walk around our yard.

We also often joined them for visits either at Doug's, Uncle Bud's, or
for fish fry at Ye Olde Hotel. We enjoyed Doug's company at Penny
and Mike's on holidays. He always brought us an "interesting"” food

gift. )

My memory goes back even further to the mid-1970's when | was in
college at Whitewater and worked for Doug covering a local
community's news for the paper. Such a friendly and helpful "boss"
he was.

"DBC" which Penny and | now call it is the recipe we use each
Thanksgiving for Doug's Baked Corn. Delicious, and another reason
he will remain in our memories.

But the memory | will take with me for the rest of my life is the
kindness he showed to my Uncle Bud. We always heard about and
saw photos of their trips, and in later years, Doug was so helpful
when UB's eyesight failed. Such kindness he showed to a life long
colleague and friend. Bless his soul, and bless you for taking care of
him in his last years. He will not be forgotten by me or our family.

Sincerely,

LuAnn and Ellen



LuAnn Clausen - May 20, 2016 at 09:11 AM

As a college student way back in 1972, | worked with/for Doug at
North Shore Publishing Co., publisher of the six HERALD
newspapers. Working with him was a pleasure; he was a wonderful
gentleman with a good sense of humor, very knowledgeable about
the North Shore communities. Doug was as much a friend as he
was a boss. | wish I'd stayed in touch with him, but one moves on to
other pursuits and places, and connections dissolve in the process.
Condolences to the family of this unforgettable man.

Tom Jozwik, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin

Tom Jozwik - May 12, 2016 at 08:01 AM

Doug (Mr. Elliott) as he was known to our son, was a wonderful
mentor and influence on our son, Dennis Martin. He hired him after
college and I'm sure taught him much more than the newspaper
business. We are grateful for all the advice he gave and just for his
way of life, that is the most important asset a person has. We
enjoyed some "fish fries" with him on Fridays and always loved to
read his weekly column on the birds and gardening. May he rest in
peace now-"A job well done" Sue and Allan Martin

Sue Martin - May 10, 2016 at 02:58 PM

Sue: | was a friend of Doug's too and worked for him for a short time.
Mostly though, he was a family friend, especially of my Uncle Clarence
with whom he worked. Doug spoke of Dennis many times in our
conversations, so | know it was a special friendship.

LuAnn Clausen - May 20, 2016 at 09:10 AM



