
John "Jack" Cootware
August 6, 1926 - November 6, 2018

John "Jack" C. Cootware 
92, passed on to join our Lord and Savior on November 6, 2018 in his home
surrounded with love from his loved ones and support through the V.A. home
Hospice Service. 

 

Jack was born on August 6, 1926, the son of John J. and Esther (Gustafson)
Cootware. He lived in Quinnesec, MI until the family moved to Metropolitan to
take care of his grandfather’s farm after a disastrous fire took his grandfather’s
life leaving young sons who needed caring for. 

 

Jack attended Felch High School, leaving school at the end of his junior year
to volunteer to join the Navy, for the duration of World War II. At the end of the
war, he along with six other veterans his age, returned to finish their high
school education; graduating with the class of 1947. 

 

Jack enrolled in college at Michigan State University in the Spring Term of
1948 and graduated three years later in March of 1951 with a degree in
Vocational Agricultural Education. He was employed, upon graduation, as an
instructor in the Felch Veterans On The Farm Training Program. He, also a
veteran, was the youngest person in the classroom. After two years, he added
on the responsibility of serving as the Vocational Agricultural Teacher at the
Felch High School and later the consolidated North Dickinson School District.



He produced many local, regional, state, and national winning teams with his
Future Farmers of America programs. Two of his students were chosen as
National Star Farmers, which is a big honor. 

 

Jack’s other love was farming which he inherited from his grandfather. Jack
purchased a farm in Ralph in 1952 where he started working the soil for a
crop of potatoes. The farm had not been tilled for over 50 years so it took a
great deal of perseverance but he has kept the farm producing for the longest
tenure of any previous owner. 

 

Jack married his wife, Donna M. Blomquist of Felch, in 1954. They moved to
the farm in Ralph where they worked along with their six children until April of
2014. 

 

Jack was active on many Boards during his life, such as, the County Fair
Board, Agricultural Stabilization Committee, Felch Co-op Board, Metropolitan
Farmers Union, Michigan Farmers Union Board, where he served as a
lobbyist in Washington D.C. on the National Farmers Union Cattlemen’s
Committee. He also served on several local township boards at various times.

Jack concentrated on raising certified seed potatoes and ran an Angus
cow/calf operation. He retired turning the farm over to his son, John E., but
continued to work on the farm, his life long love, until he was forced to quit. 

 

Jack leaves his wife Donna (Blomquist) Cootware, daughters Deanna
(Richard) Smith- Ontonagon, MI; Paulette (Michael) Holmes-Randville, MI,
Donna Mae (Gregory) Stahlmann-Ishpeming, MI; Suzette (Neil) Stenfors-
Norway, MI; Michelle (William) Schirtzinger- Green Bay, WI and his wonderful
memories of his son John Edwin, partner and best friend. He also leaves his
sister Barbara Klefstad of Brighton, MI; and his brother Theodore (Fanny)
Mattson of Kingsford, MI. His grandchildren: Jaclyn Smith-Tampa, FL; Crystal



Smith-Lower Central, MI; Bridgit (Chris) Adams-Little Chute, WI; Jennifer
(Chad) Kielas- Eagan, MN; Ann Cootware-Marquette, MI; Michael Cootware;
Pauline Holmes- Madison, WI; Allen (Amanda) Holmes- Ralph, MI; Major M.D.
Charles Stahlmann-Las Vegas, NV; Captains Samuel (Michaela) Stahlmann-
Gladstone, MI; Lindsey (Troy) Drebenstedt- Layton, UT; Sgt. Philip (Julie)
Stenfors- Norway, MI; Alan (Molly) Stenfors-Waudedah, MI; Rebbecca
Brennan-Kingsford, MI; A.J. (Sarah) Schirtzinger- Green Bay, WI; April Lilly
Schirtzinger. His great grandchildren: Van, Jax, Connor, Liam, Brendan,
Samantha, Steven, Mary Grace, Savanna, Andraya, Azarya, Adaliynah,
Keegan, Payzlee, Mickayla, Kristoff, Wilhelm, Heidi, Tobias, Kyle, Hunter,
Cecilia, Cory, Andrea, Evan, Emily, Maya, Alex, Paige, Carter, and Lilly. His
great-great grandchildren are Allie, Niles, Liam, and Luna. His adopted by
heart couples: Tim and Lynda Snyder, Leroy and Lynn Norquiest, Leroy and
Lynn Connors, Frank and Cindy Schwab, and special friend and WWII navy
shipmate Robert “Cubby” Martignon. 

 He was preceeded in death by his parents, his brothers Robert (Robin), Roger
(Buddy), son John Edwin, granddaughter April, and brother-in-laws Clifford K.,
Elroy M., and Roger A. 

 

Visitation will be on Monday, Nov. 12 from 9:30-11:30am at Zion Lutheran
Church in Metropolitan. Funeral services will follow at 11:30am at the church.
The Felch-Breen VFW Post 4803 will conduct military honors following the
funeral service. Burial will be in the Ralph Cemetery. Pallbearers will be Philip
Stenfors, Alan Stenfors, Sam Stahlmann, Charles Stahlmann, Allen Holmes,
A.J. Schirtzinger, Neil Stenfors and Gregory Stahlmann. 

 

Condolences to the family of John "Jack" Cootware may be expressed online
at www.ernashfuneralhomes.net 

 The family has entrusted the Erickson-Rochon & Nash Funeral Home of Iron
Mountain with the arrangements.





Cemetery Details

Ralph Cemetery

Ralph, MI

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 12. 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM (CT)

Zion Lutheran Church
W4703 Metropolitan Rd.
Felch, MI 49831

Funeral Service

NOV 12. 11:30 AM (CT)

Zion Lutheran Church
W4703 Metropolitan Rd.
Felch, MI 49831
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Joel Smeby - November 15, 2018 at 08:02 AM

A pleasure to know this wondrous, energetic, faith-filled,
compassionate, and loving man...Pastor Joel and Cynthia

Doug Davidson - November 13, 2018 at 07:22 AM

I just learned of Jack’s passing, the evening of his funeral. As a
former student I appreciate the opportunities I had at Felch as a Vo-
Ag student and FFA member. He coached us and travelled with us
to contests across the U.P. And To MSU. He is the reason I became
a teacher of Vo-Ag. He always emphasized hard work and set the
example. I occasionally worked for Jack & Donna haying, grading
potatoes, and baby sitting the children. They are a testament to the
good upbringing their mom & dad gave them. My condolences to
the entire family. 
Doug Davidson, Spring Lake MI

Leon Steinbrecher - November 11, 2018 at 10:00 PM

Will always remember Jack (Mr. Cootware) as one of the best
teachers I had a Felch High School. My sympathy goes out to
Jack's family. So many memories of the times we had together.
Leon Steinbrecher
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Theresa Chartre - November 11, 2018 at 09:11 PM

Theresa Chartre lit a candle in memory of
John "Jack" Cootware

TC
Theresa Chartre - November 11, 2018 at 10:14 PM

It was an honor and privilege to be his nurse. He was a wonderful
patient that uplifted my day with his humor and smile.

JF

Janice Ferguson - November 12, 2018 at 10:13 AM

We are sending our love, thoughts and prayers to you. We will sure
miss Jack here at the Hideaway. He was a very special guy. Our love,
Bruce and Jan Ferguson

marv an kathy carlson - November 11, 2018 at 01:53 PM

We want to express our sympathy to you and your family 
marv an kathy carlson

Mike Hyneman - November 11, 2018 at 06:43 AM

Although we did not know Jack that well we
did know his family that spent the winters with
us a Hideaway RV Resort in Ruskin Florida.
Jack will be sorely missed by all of us in the
park. Sending healing prayers, Love and hugs
to all of the family...We are here for you in whatever you need. God
Bless and Rest In peace Dear Friend.
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Linda LaPlante - November 10, 2018 at 05:43 PM

Linda LaPlante lit a candle in memory of John
"Jack" Cootware

Beth Henrion - November 10, 2018 at 10:40 AM

I didn’t know your husband and father, but after reading his obituary,
it sounds as though he was a wonderful man who led a full and
productive life. My sympathy goes out to your entire family. Beth
(Soderlund) Henrion

The Edwards family - November 09, 2018 at 03:27 PM

The Edwards family purchased the Simply Elega
nt Spathiphyllum for the family of John "Jack"
Cootware.

Frank and Cindy Schwab - November 09, 2018 at 02:18 PM

Frank and Cindy Schwab purchased the Simply
Chic Mixed Plant Basket for the family of John
"Jack" Cootware.
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November 09, 2018 at 09:18 AM

Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket was purchased
for the family of John "Jack" Cootware.

https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4408&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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