Chester D. Charles

October 10, 1926 - December 7, 2020

Iron Mountain
Chester D. Charles, 94, of Iron Mountain, passed away on Monday, Dec. 7,
2020 at Dickinson County Hospital System.

Chester was born on October 10, 1926 in Iron Mountain, son of the late
August and Anna (Howart) Charles. After graduating from high school,
Chester enlisted in the United States Army. Chester served in both the Korean
and Vietnam wars. He also served seven years in West Germany. He
received the purple heart and many other medals and awards. Chester retired
in 1969 after twenty years with the Army. He married Theresia Paffenzeller on
June 29, 1962 in Augsburg, Germany at his Army Unit’s chapel. After leaving
Germany, he was assigned to Ft. Lewis, Washington. He lived in Olympia,
Washington for forty two years. After retiring from the Army, Chester went to
work for the U.S. Postal Service in Olympia and worked for another twenty
years. He enjoyed playing golf, traveling, doing puzzles and his dachshund
dogs. He also liked to keep his yard looking like a park. Chester and his wife
moved back to his hometown of Iron Mountain in 2004. He left many good
friends in Olympia, but met many more here in Iron Mountain and at
Evergreen Assisted Living. Chester was a member of Immaculate Conception
Church. He was also a lifetime member of the Disabled American Veterans
and a lifetime member of the Purple Heart Association. Chester participated in
the 2019 Honor Flight to Washington DC with his friend Bobbi Jo Riske.



In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his wife, Theresia on
June 7, 2009; a sister, Lorraine Blome and brother, William Charles.

Chester is survived by two nieces, Patricia Perron of Quinnesec and Jean
Smith of Iron Mountain; two nephews, Donald Blome of Florence and Robert
(Patty) Blome of Sheboygan Falls, WI.

Private visitation and funeral services are being held. Monsignor James
Kaczmarek is officiating. Burial will be in Iron Mountain Cemetery Park.

Condolences to the family of Chester Charles may be expressed online at ww
w.ernashfuneralhomes.com

The family has entrusted the Erickson-Rochon & Nash Funeral Home with the
arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Cemetery Park

101 Cedar Ave.
Iron Mountain, Ml 49801



Tribute Wall

I was only one of the girls who took care of ]
Chester and i became a friend he was such a

wonderful man and we did a lot of puzzles |
together. Talked a lot of family he missed his “
wife and dogs very much. He talked of his

nieces and how proud he was of them. He was so proud to have
gone to Washington DC to see the Memorial. He came to my home
a couple of times to visit and just talk. He was such dear friend and
he is going to be dearly missed. Rest in peace Chester ill think of
you often your friend Rebecca Meinolf

rebecca Meinolf - March 23, 2021 at 12:08 AM

Chester was such a wonderful man. We knew him from Immaculate
Conception Church. Our deepest sympathies to you, Cathy & Tony
Carobine

Cathy Carobine - December 12, 2020 at 12:20 PM
Chester was a unique person and we wish to offer our condolences
for your loss. He sure loved putting puzzles together and he would
say it kept him sharp and gave him something to do. He will be
missed by many. May God bless you during this difficult time.

Dick and Caryl Ring

caryl ring - December 10, 2020 at 12:56 PM



