Allan Dominic Dighera
March 11, 1934 - December 6, 2015

The lives of a former Gwinn, Menominee, Kingsford & Tawas school administrator and his
wife who pre-deceased him will be celebrated on Wednesday, May 25, 2016 at 10:00am
CST at St. Mary Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Kingsford, MI. Fr. Paul Nomellini will
offer the Mass of Christian Burial. Graveside services will be held for the couple who were
married 48 years and will be interred together for eternity at the Negaunee Cemetery at
4:00pm EST on May 25. Msgr. Peter Oberto will officiate.

Allan Dominic Dighera, 81, passed away at his Kingsford, Mi., home Sunday, December 6,
2015. He was predeceased by his wife, the former Nancy LaPlante, on October 28, 2011.
A detailed obituary of her life was published at that time.

While he was a veteran Superintendent of Schools, volunteer, coach, soldier, innovator in
the Michigan State Department of Education, Allan most of all was a dedicated husband
and loving father. He led by example, living a life of caring, generosity and unwavering
support for his family, friends, students and his “team” which he considered all of the
above.

Allan will be remembered for his undertaking and accomplishing without fanfare or
publicity, whether it was coaching a team to a state championship game, being a combat
infantryman during the Korean Conflict or quietly encouraging the neighborhood children
by always recognizing them for making the honor roll and saving newspaper clippings for
them, when it often meant obtaining extra copies.

Born March 11, 1934 in Ishpeming, MI., Allan was the son of the late Dominic and Mildred
(Schmid) Dighera. He was graduated from St. Paul High School, Negaunee, MI., in 1952
and upon graduation attended St. Norbert College, DePere, WI., where he played
basketball for the Golden Knights for a year before enlisting in the U. S. Army. He was
trained at Fort Ord., Ca., prior to being shipped overseas as an Infantry Squad Leader and
served his country in 1953-54 in the forward area of the Republic of Korea during the
Korean Conflict.

Following discharge, Allan enrolled at Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Mi., where
he earned his Bachelor’s Degree in 1961. He completed his Master’s in Education at
Michigan State University, East Lansing, M., in 1963 and continued his Doctoral work at
Northern Michigan thereafter.



Al and Nancy LaPlante were married on August 31, 1963, at North Lake, M.

The veteran educator’s career started at his Negaunee St. Paul alma mater where, beside
his classroom accomplishments, he coached the school’s basketball team to the 1963
State Class D championship game, coming home a runner-up. The team lost the
championship game by one point, 59 — 58, in a hard fought contest with Britton-Macon,
coached by Sam Hamilton.

Allan later went to work for Mott Fellowship in Flint, and the Michigan State Department of
Education in Lansing where he formulated statewide policies which remain in place to this
day. That latter position had him traveling from Michigan’s Lower Peninsula back to his
beloved Upper Peninsula several times a year.

After leaving Department of Education employ, Allan assumed administration positions
with the Menominee, Gwinn, Tawas Area, and Kingsford School Districts, before closing
out his education career in the Allan Park School District administration and returning to
his home in Kingsford.

As a tribute to hard work and determination, it was a point of personal pride with Allan that
he returned as Business Manager/Assistant Superintendent of Schools to the Gwinn
School District from 1976 through 1979. More than 20 years earlier while paying his way
through college as a Terrazzo and tile layer, he had done the floors and Terrazzo work in
the Gwinn District’s Gilbert school. Local maintenance and administration made mention
of the fact on occasion with a smile.

Allan was a member of St. Mary Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Kingsford serving in
various parish capacities, but primarily as a faithful member. He also belonged a host of
professional and educational organizations.

Besides people, reading and history, Allan enjoyed sports — particularly basketball — and
trout fishing so much so he requested his arrangements not interfere with either March
Madness or the trout season opener. He also requested services not be held during the
winter or spring when friends or family might be forced to travel in unpredictable weather.
Allan Dominic Dighera is survived by two sons, Tony (Anthony) Dighera of Lucena City,
Quezon The Philippines, and Nick (Dominick) Dighera of lower Michigan; a grandson,
Antonin Dighera of Berkeley, Ca.; a brother, David Dighera of Negaunee, Mi.; a sister,
Juleen (Richard) Jaeger of New Berlin, Wi.; friend Leigh Ann (Wenzel) Dighera of
Kingsford, and several nieces and nephews.

Condolences may be expressed online at www.ernashfuneralhomes.com.

The family has entrusted Erickson-Rochon & Nash Funeral Home with the arrangements.
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Funeral Mass

MAY 25. 10:00 AM (CT)

St. Mary Queen of Peace Catholic Church
432 Edsel
Kingsford, Ml 49802



Tribute Wall

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Allan
Dominic Dighera.

May 24, 2016 at 02:02 PM

My prayers go out to Allan's family as they remember him at his and his wife's
upcoming service. | had the pleasure to work with Al when he served as the
interim superintendent at the Gwinn Area Community Schools. He was extremely
knowledgeable and helpful to me when | was a new school principal. | learned so
much from his vast experience and he helped me over some rough spots as |
was learning my new position. God Bless.

Rich Johnson
Gwinn, Ml

Rich Johnson - May 14, 2016 at 04:29 AM

Prayers and thoughts to Allan's family. | had the pleasure of knowing Allan as a
basketball coach for St Pauls High School. Allan coached as no other coach did- he
got in with the players and scrimmaged with the while teaching the game. As a player
back then he showed great discipline which stuck with me later in life. He will be
missed by many. Terry Kutchie Ishpeming Ml

Terry Kutchie - May 16, 2016 at 02:34 PM

| send my love and condolences to the Dighera family. Allan and Nancy were so kind
and loving. Allan did so much to mentor me as a school administrator both by his
example and his wise advice. My wife and I loved them dearly! Ron and Rose Militello

Ronald Militello - May 21, 2016 at 08:51 AM

You were a great influence in my life. You will not be forgotten as a person or a
GREAT COACH. Enjoyed my high school basketball career. You made me a better
player & person. Thank You! Great memories. Seems like yesterday we played in the
State Finals. | only wish we could have won for you.

Rod Guizzetti - May 24, 2016 at 03:38 PM


https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ernashfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| can not thank those reaching out with stories and emails and who came to the events
for all they have given us in their little windows into Mom and Dads lives, that we as
children, sisters and brothers only get to see through your eyes

Thank you from all of us Nick, Tony, Juleen and David
dighera@gmail.com

Nick - May 28, 2016 at 02:09 PM

Mothers day gone, and Fathers day soon, Miss you guys XO Nick

Nick - June 08, 2017 at 08:53 AM



