Richard H. Williams
August 13, 1931 - July 7, 2021

Richard H. Williams, 89, of Iron Mountain, passed away on Wednesday, July 7, 2021, at
Victorian Pines Assisted Living Facility in Iron Mountain.
Richard was born on August 13, 1931, in Iron Mountain, Michigan, where he spent much
of his life. Following his graduation from Iron Mountain High School in 1949, Richard went
on to pursue additional education through college and technical school. He later went on
to marry his beloved wife, Virginia Hague, at Hennepin Methodist Church in Minneapolis,
MN, on June 18, 1954. Richard and Virginia met in Minnesota at a Church summer camp
where she kept tickling his ear from the chair behind him. She has kept his attention for 67
years.
His children remember their dad as being one who always encouraged them to better
themselves by teaching a strong work ethic. They started with an “Erector Set” and toys all
over his workbench and over time, each of them built furniture on that bench.
As a “paperboy” Richard learned many valuable lessons about customer service that
lasted his lifetime. Also his time at the old “Home Furniture Store” and “North Western
Corrugated Box Co.” taught him numerous skills. Richard spent much of his adult life as a
self employed entrepreneur. First, “Williams floor”, which grew into “Williams Interiors”,
and finally “Cobweb Antiques” up until the time of his retirement. He is fondly remembered
as being hard working, self taught, determined and organized. His strong faith, willingness
to look for opportunities, and heart for giving people a helping hand up led to Richard and
Virginia’s volunteer mission work project. What started as simply sending a few care
packages to troops in Iraq and Afghanistan eventually led to 54 shipping containers being
sent to Honduras, Romania, Ukraine, Peru and Nigeria over the last 22 years.
Richard was always looking for opportunities to lend a helping hand. One story begins
with a semi truck that broke down on the highway, and needed an odd part replaced.
Richard was able to not only find it in the “Williams Hardware Store"...which was actually
his very organized personal collection.

Along with his parents, Harry and Harriet (Langsford) Williams, Richard was preceded in
death by his daughter, Susan Williams; his grandson, Jason Williams; by his brother,
Robert Williams; his sister, Lois Reickhoff.
He is survived by his wife, Virginia; three sons, Thomas “Tom” (Patricia) Williams of
Phoenix, AZ, Robert “Bob” (Nancy) Williams of Iron Mountain, and Dave (Billi) Williams of
Oshkosh, WI; a daughter, Barbara Vaughn of Dublin, OH; four grandchildren, Ronnie
(Elisabeth) Vaughn, Cyndi (Craig) Kleinhenz, Jason and Chris Vaughn; three greatgrandchildren, Briella, Cadel and Victor; and several nieces and nephews.
Visitation will be held on Thursday, July 15th from 10:00 am to 11:00 am at the First
Covenant Church in Iron Mountain. A memorial service will follow at 11:00 am at the
church. Pastor Larry Neargarth will officiate.
Condolences may be expressed to the family of Richard Williams online at http://www.ern
ashfuneralhomes.com
The family has entrusted the Erickson-Rochon and Nash Funeral Home of Iron Mountain
with the arrangements.
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10:00AM - 11:00AM

First Covenant Church
125 East H Street, Iron Mountain, MI, US, 49801
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Memorial Service

11:00AM

First Covenant Church
125 East H Street, Iron Mountain, MI, US, 49801

Comments

“

Fondly remembering Mr. Williams and his dear wife who made many visits to me at
DCHS, always trying to make our community and our world a better place. I retired
four years ago and miss their smiling faces in my doorway. I appreciated their
kindness and willingness to help wherever they could. Truly an example of a good
Christian couple. My condolences to the entire family. I am sure Richard heard "Well
done, good and faithful servant".

Sheri LeBombard - July 15 at 04:53 PM

“

Sheri LeBombard lit a candle in memory of Richard H. Williams

Sheri LeBombard - July 15 at 04:49 PM

“

So many great memories of Richard! From 'working' for him on lawn care or garden
things to getting help with woodworking projects to building a go cart as a child or
helping pack semis for mission trips. Could not have asked for a better influence to
have as a neighbor growing up! God bless him in the next phase!

Matt Gaudette - July 15 at 12:06 PM

“

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of Richard H.
Williams.

July 14 at 04:10 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Richard H. Williams.

July 13 at 01:29 PM

